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Archaeological desk-based heritage assessment of

land at Glapthorn Road, Oundle

Northamptonshire

November 2015

Abstract

MOLA Northampton conducted an archaeologicaldesk-based heritage assessmenf of
tand at Glapthorn Road, Oundle, Northamptonshire.

There is little evidence for settlement at the site before the Oundle Primary Schoo/
playing fields were constructed. The site lies to the north of a Bronze Age cemetery
found at West Sfreef and to the south of an area of lron Age and Roman occupation of
substantialsfafus. A Roman cemetery a/so /ies to the soufh-easf . The site occupies an
area to the north of the historic core of the town which was prominent during the Saxon
and medievalPeriods.

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

MOLA was commissioned by Bidwells to produce an archaeological desk-based
heritage assessment in advance of the proposed development of Oundle Primary
School playing field at Glapthorn Road, Oundle, Northamptonshire. (NGR TL 503843
288429; Fig 1).

The aim of the assessment was to collate information about the known or potential
archaeological resource within the development area; including its presence or
absence, character and extent, date, integrity, state of preservation and relative
quality. The work has been undertaken in accordance with Standard and Guidance for
Archaeologicat Desk-Based Assessmenf (ClfA 2014). Historic England guidance
documents concerning the setting of heritage assets were also consulted (HE 2015a
and b).

1.2 Policy background

National policy

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) provides national guidance on the
preservation, management and investigation of the parts of the historic environment
that are historically, archaeologically, Jrchitecturally or artistically significant and are
K?gryn. as heritage assets (DCLG 2012). The NPPF replaced PPS5 in March 2012,
y.n'q rn_turn replaced Planning Policy Guidance Notes 15 and 16 (PPG 15 and 16) in
March 2010.

The framework covers those heritage assets that possess a level of interest sufficient
to.justify designation as well as thosL that are not designated but which are of heritage
interest and are thus a material planning consideration. Where nationally important
archaeological remains are affected bi development then there should be a
presumption in favour for their conservation.

MOLA Report 151187 Page 1 of23
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paragraph 128 states lhat Local Ptanning Auth.orities shoutd require an applicant to

describe the significance of any herilaie"g9sgts affe.cted' inctuding any contribution

made by their seting.-rie-ieluet of -.debit 
should be proportionate to fhe assef's

impoftance and no-"riore than is suniieit to understand the potential impact of the

proposal on their significance.

Paragraph 129 states that Local ptanning autho.rities shoutd identtfy and assess fhe

particutar significanil-oi "ry 
heritage isset that may be affected by a proposal

(including by development affecting tne iittig of a neiitage assef) taking account of

ine avaiiaole evidence and any necessary expeftise'

Regional PolicY

ln March 200g the secretary of state published the_flnal approved-Regional spatial

strategy (RSS) Jo|. th; East Midlands (The East Midlands Plan;

nationalarchives.co.ukJ. fne gast Midlands Plan was revoked in March 2013'

Local PolicY
The North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy Development Plan was. adopted in

2008 and sets out the overall ptan toiine *nodbt North Northamptonshire' Cultural

heritage assets .r"-in"trO"d within Policy 5: Green lnfrastructure, which states that a

net gain in assets;iiG sought tnrough their. protection and enhancements. lt also

supports the protection, manageme-nt and enhancement of historical sites'

archaeology and built heritage assets'

MOLA Report 151187 Page2 of 24
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1.3 Location, toPograPhY' and geologY

The site is rocated to the west of Glapthorn Road to- the north of oundre town centre

(Fio 1). The site i, oi ieu"r tand.and ir""t1rpi"o-iytn" tot'ier ounore Primary school

pt"ling fields. rt i' 
-uo'nO"d 

to the ""'i 
oV [*o p''1i 11"ning 

onto Glapthorn Road

and to the north ov Auoot House t"'" iftt' lt is bouJ"J io the west by oundle

schoor sports t."iriii#]i;'6h; "ouin'[v'6rnor" 
s"nJJ-cnaper. The site ties at

c44.6m aOD. 
ist of Jurassic clay and the solid geology is

Superficial geological deposits 1;9ntl
Blisworth limestone-fl"i"tion (BGS geoindex - bgs' ac' uk)'

View from eastern boundary' looking south-west Fig2
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View of western boundary, looking west Fig 3

View of southern boundary and Oundle School Chapel, looking south Fig 4
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Viewfromsouth-westcorner,lookingnorth-eastFig5

View from north-west corner, looking east Fig 6
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1.4 Sources consulted

The Northamptonshire Historic Environment Record (HER) was consulted for
documented sites and monuments within the proposed development area and a
nominal 500m radius surrounding it (Figs 7 and 8). A visit was to the Northamptonshire

Record Office was undertaken in order to check historic maps of the area, as well as

any other pertinent documents and local history books.

Books held within MOLA's library and further online sources were also consulted in

order to check for further information.

2 HERITAGE ASSET ASSESSMENT

2.1 Previous archaeological work

There has been no previous archaeological work within the boundary of the site.
However, a considerable amount of work has been undertaken in and around Oundle.
Post-medieval remains were found during a watching brief at West Street in 1978.
Excavations at Black Pot Lane in 1983, 1985 and 1986 revealed early middle-Saxon
remains including an oven, metalworking, pits, gullies and the boundary ditch of the
Saxon settlement enclosure of Oundle. Excavation at St Peter's Churchyard in 1998
and 199112 revealed evidence of the early church structure. Remnants of the medieval
open field system and ridge and furrow were found during excavations at East Road in
1996. North Street tenements were found during excavations at Drumming Well Lane
in 1997. To the north of the site, a geophysical survey was under taken at Laundimer
House, Glapthorn Road in 1999 but no archaeological features were identified
(Haddrell 2011). Late medieval and post-medieval remains including a quarry pit and
14th-century pottery were discovered during excavations at West Street to the south of
the site (Burrow 2004). To the north, the remains of a small Roman settlement have
been found to the rear of The George lnn, Glapthorn Road (Maull and Walsh 1998).
Residual pottery of late Saxon or Saxo-Norman date was found during excavations at
Latham's Hospital to the east of the site (Masters and Carlyle 2002). To the south-west
of the site, medieval remains of ridge and furrow and pottery was found during trial
trenching at Benefield Road (Walford ef a|2014).

Summary and significance of heritage assets
Neolithic

Oundle lies in an area of permeable geology providing good agricultural land which
has been extensively exploited since the Ne-otitnic, although veiT few artefacts have
been found near to tne pioposed development site. A Neolilhic poiisned stone axe has
been found in oundle attnougn the exact findspot is unknown lHenzssololo;

Bronze Age

A Bron''e Age funerary site is recorded to the south of the proposed development site,
south of West Street. The site comprised shallow pits covered with limestone slabs,
from which cremated bone and Bronze Age pottery was recovered (HER2354). Further
Bronze Age burials in collared urns wele also found in the mid-19th century in a
barrow near Oundle. Three ring ditcnes of possible Bronze Age date have been
.observed through aerial photogrJphy close to the River Nene (VCH 1975). A single pit
wrn .associated pottery and worked flints was found during excavations prior to
housing development on Stoke Doyle Road in 1979 (Johnston t993). Dispersed pits
have been found at Glapthorn Roid to the north-west of the site dating to the late
Bronze Age or early lron Age (Maull and Masters, 2005)

2.2
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lron Age

lron Age coins are recorded as having been found in oundle. Linear parallel ditches

"nJ 
pJtt"w have been found in an area containing ring ditches near to Oundle Lodge

(vcH 1975). n rounonouse ring ditch has been touno at Glapthorn Road to the north of

ihe site (Maull and Masters 2005).

Roman

A possible Roman setilement has been identified to the south-west of Oundle Lodge,

*d"i" pottery anO OuifOini material dating to the period h.as been found' A Roman iron

works are also s"iJ io hive been discJvered in Oundle Wood (VCH1975)' Roman

setilement remains have also been recorded within oundle. To the north-east of the

"it., 
. possible setttement has been found, evidenced by a small quantity of pottery

sherds found Ouring ;onstruction works (HER2336/O/1). A Roman cemetery which lay

to the south-east,itin" site included inhumations, pottery sherds,. bronze..pins and

coins of Claudius, 
-Tralan, 

Faustina and Constans and a samian bowl with potter's

stamp (HER2345/0/O). A nomano-gritish cup of possibly Arretine ware came from the

cirrrdn'"tO HeAZqlil to the north-east otine cemetery and a shallow pit and burnt

area, identified as a possible Romano-British hearth was recovered to the east of the

site during 
"rr"u"1ions 

at Parson Latham's Hospital (Masters and Carlyle 2002"

HER2347t112).

Remains of a small Roman farmstead were identified during an evaluation and

geophysical survey to the rear of The George lnn, Glapthorn Road, comprising ditches'

pits, postholes, a possible aisled building a-nd further isolated features. Finds from the

site included coins of claudius and crisfius, nails, a spoon, a pin and a leather mount

inr.rt"r" lgg3). Further excavations nearby to the west of Glapthorn Road revealed a

Roman setlement dating to between the 2nd and 4th centuries AD. By the early 2nd

century AD a system of-ditched enclosures, including an east-west aligned trackway

had been created and subsequently underwent a complex sequence of sub-division

and modification. A walled rectilinear enclosure suggested that the site was of

substantial status (Maull and Masters 2005)'

Saxon

ln the middle Saxon period, Oundle was probably the capital of a sub unit of the

Mercian kingdom, O"r5O upon an earlier tribal unit. At this time there was a monastery

at Oundle, closety aisociiteO with the administrative centre which is likely to ft?yg
existed beneath and to the north of the medieval church (Foard and Ballinger zlpl)
The saxon settlement enclosure of oundle forms a scheduled Monument (sM200;

DNN3gg4). Althouth much of the town falls within the enclosure, the site lies beyond

[s OounOary. An eirly Saxon small square-headed brooch was found on an allotment

to the east of tne sit6 (HER2416/0/0) and a middle Saxon gully was recorded during

excavations at the Anglian Water offices to the east of the site in 1997

(HER2416/0t207).

During phases of excavation, a watching brief and trial trenching at Blackpot Lane,

several features and a quantity of saxon-pottery was found. A large deep settlement

OornO"w ditch (HERZ4ryO|OS) which was infilled during the 11th. century was

associated with smaller ditches. The boundary ditch contained pottery dating to early-

middle Saxon, middle-Saxon and late Saxon periods, animal bone' a 9th-century

copper alloy pin, iron tap-stag and a-residual Roman faience melon bead dating to the

1st or 2nd century AO tjonniton 1993). A possible Saxon oven was found in the form

of a limestone nelrtn witn a daub superstructure and a single sherd of Stamford ware'

The later layers of soil above the oven contained early-middle Saxon pottery and 10th-

century stamford wares. Evidence of metalworking indicated by the presence of slag

MOLA Report 151'187 Page 8 of 24
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and hammerscale was also seen (HER2416101212). A ditch (HER2416101208) and a pit

containing late-Saxon pottery (HER2416101206) were observed during a watching brief.

Residual pottery of late Saxon or Saxo-Norman date was found at Latham's Hospitalto
the east of the site (Masters and Carlyle 2OO2).

A further hearth and sunken-featured building dating to the Saxon period were

excavated at Stoke Doyle Road to the south-west of the site. Large quantities of

Dottery, tile and charcoal were within the fill of the building (Johnston 1993). Early to

middle Saxon pottery was recovered during excavations at St. Peter's Church. A small

Anolo-Saxon cemetery containing ten inhumation burials excavated at Glapthorn Road

to ine north-west of the site has been dated to between the mid-6th and mid-7th

centuries AD. The cemetery occupied part of the former Roman enclosure (Maull and

Masters 2005).

Medieval

The Domesday Book records Oundle as Undele. lt lay within Polebrook hundred and
was held by the Abbey of Peterborough. lt had 23 villagers, ten smallholders and three
slaves. lt also had land for nine ploughs, three lord's plough teams, nine men's plough

teams. lt had 50 acres of meadow, three acres of woodland and a mill. By 1086

Oundle had a thriving market and by the early 12th century there were a number of
tenants holding burgages in the town. The layout of the core of the town is likely to
have been established by this time. Oundle grew substantially as the medieval
economy expanded in the 12th and 13th centuries, driven by the abbots of
Peterborough to protect the capital investment in their estates. They granted limited
freedoms to the non-agricultural tenants, developed the road network and constructed
bridges to attract commercial traffic into the town (Foard and Ballinger 2002).

Oundle Market is one of four that was already in existence by 1086 and possibly by
971 (HER241612), although the charter of that date is said to be a forgery. The Abbot's
right to hold a market at Oundle was confirmed in 1198 and the market lay immediately
to the south of the church, outside the gates of the manor. A cloth market or wool
market is mentioned from 1307 (HER2416l2l4) and by 1542 there were eight shops
there. The main grouping of shops and stalls were in two rows in The Shambles
(HER241612/6) known as the 'fflesshamblez'. By 1565 this had declined to five and all
the stalls had gone. The wool market had then become a curtilage. A horse market is
recorded in 1565 (HER2416/2/5) which had previously been part of the manor garden.
It reflected a growing importance of horses and stock in the sales of the market
compared to the declining importance of wool. ln the late 15th century a pillory
(HER2416/219) lay adjacent to the market place. A Moot Hall or Hall of Pleas also lay
next to the market place (HER2416l2l7).ln the charter ol 1214-22 the burgage tenants
owed suit if court to Portanmote. The first reference to the market court or Portanmote
is in 1292 but the Moot Hall is not mentioned until 1461 when 'lez market mote'was
held on market day in the Hall of Pleas. Oundle Fair is first mentioned in 1267-8 when
the Abbot received the right to hold a 1S-day fair annually on the feast of Ascension
(HER2416/46).

The site of the medieval manor of Berrystead lies within the 19th-century extension to
the churchyard (HER2416l6l1;24161612). ln the late 13th and early l4thcenturies the
manor occupied a capital messuage with a courtyard containing various buildings. The
largest subsidiary fee in Oundle wis, however, hlld by WakerlJy Manor to the Jouth of
tne site (HER2416/36). The fee can be traced back to 1236 when Alvredus de Suleny
held a tenement in Oundle from Thomas Pincebee for customary payment and service.
Two bakehouses are recorded in Oundle in 1292 (HER241 61612,2416t613\, one with a
solar in 'the marketstede' and the other in 'le Westende'. The charter of plq-ZZ stated
that all the tenants of the town were required to use the Lord's bakehouse. Two

MOLA Report 151187 Page 9 of 24
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tanneries or barkers were also recorded in 1292(HER2416/63/1)' They were both still

il;iill; i+oo. ano at least one remained in 1527'

st Mary's Gild was founded in 1499 by Robert wiat as a hospital but was dissolved in

1b4s (HER z41oto2l1). lt had a hall ou"fitfii ototn"tt of the church and lodgings for

two priests to the *"Ji 
"nO 

it thought to nave been almshouses for the poor'

During excavations at Latham's Hospital to the east of the site' remains dating to the

late medieval period comprised " 
nutl"i of pitt and-a ditch containing pottery and

animal bone and may have been usef.t ."lt or refuse pits (Masters and Carlyle'

2002; HER2416/01481)'

The Austell Survey of 1565 indicates that the area of the site to the north of the town

was part of an open ii"ld t no*n as Hill Field (HER697412).

Medieval ridge and furrow remains survive to the south-west of the site to the south of

Benefield noao (iei aglqntlg). Residuat medieval and oost-medieval pottery was

also found in the vicinity during triatiilrilning in 2014' most likely as the result of

manuring (Walford et al2014)'

Post-medieval

The wool market had been cleared by 1813 under a parliamentary Act which involved

substantial clearing and repaving of the area

Latham's Hospital was founded in oundle in 1611 by the Reverend Nicholas Latham

in North Street tiEnz+iOtOI382). rt'was linied io the school but also provided

maintenance for 18';;;;;;"n. Tn" buitding survives as almshouses'

John Pain left four tenements in 1801 to be given rent-free to poor dissenters and are

known as paine,s Ail;il;s (HERZii atofiql. clos9.!9.the north of the site', oundle

Union Workhouse *". 
"onrtrucieo 

in iiio- tHi,nzalang). lt became a hospital in the

20th century and ** J"rolished in igii.\ne nospital chapel (HER2416/19/2) was

built in 1896 by Ninian Comper an{.jsio* " 
private dw-elling' A windmillclose to the

north-east of tne"-site- was bullt ln'- Cflptno'n Road in the 18th century

(HER2416/ 0t425).it *"' in use untit tne 2Oth century and is now demolished'

oundle saw the construction of several breweries during the post-medieval period'

including smith,s ai";n;rr" in 1775on eracr Pot Lane iirenz+tolot11)' the oundle

Union Brewery i. W"ri Stt""t in rS3iiniiiltOtOUOB)' ine Anchor Brewerv in 1854

(HER2416/0/409), T. Barnes arewery iri'ttte* Street in iesg (HER2416/01464) and the

mattings in East stieJJatinglonliain tltt"v-(Henz+rohottt)' ln connection with

the brewing industry, Oundle WnSf *.t ""ttttlited 
during the post-medieval period

and is situated to t'n6'nortn-east ot tne'Sie on the River Nene (HER6888/1)'

oundle school Memorial chapel lies-adjace-nt.to the site so the south (HER241612013'

DNN57). tt was urirli" igi i-C oV n CeiomtietO ano is a Grade ll* Listed Building' The

chapel forms 
" d;p **h_thg gir:*oi; iililen ot st Anthonv House immediatelv

to the south (HER2416l2yl4) and tlie nouniar' wall of St Anthony House' both of

*ni.n are Grade ll Listed Buildings'

Limestonefootingsofapartofal6thtolTth-centuryrectangularbuildinghavebeen
recorded during ioad works to the .orii-.,-""rt ot tne'si-te in igzg (HER2416/0/6) and

the site of a rime r.iril, il.orded to tn! west, near Benefierd Road (HER7830/0/1)

World War ll
To the north of the site, an Roc observation post an! a second world war or cold

War defence building is situated to'in"-;;;l of Glapthorn Road (HER6472)' Oundle

Drill Hall of the B Squadron Northamptonshire Yeomanry lies to the south-west of the

MOLA
Report 151187 Page 10 of24
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site. lt is a 19th-century house with a small arms range to the rear and was in military

use in 1914 as the town's headquarters in the event of an attack (HER2416/17). The

Home Guard stores (HER2416/1712) lies adjacent to the Drill Hall. lt comprised two

stores, one for explosives and the other for inflammables. Nearby to the Drill Hall and

the stores on the south side of Benefield Road lies a Spigot mortar pedestal

(HER5234t0t1)'

Tabte 1: Historic Environment Record Data'

HER ref NGR TL Details

2336
2347
2354
2417
6472
23361011
233910t0
23451010
234711
23471111
23471112
235411
23541111
24161010

2416t0t106
241610111
2416t0t2
2416t0t205
2416t0t206
2416t0t207
2416t0t208
2416t0t212
2416t0t213
2416t0t216
2416t0t3
2416t0t382
2416t0t402
2416t0t408
2416t0t409
2416t0t411
2416t0t425
2416t0t435
2416t0t455
2416t0t464
2416t0t481
2416t0t6
2416t0t74
2416t1
2416t11t1
2416t12t1
2416t16
2416t17
2416t17t2
2416t19
2416t19t3
2416t2

504200
504000
504000
504200
503700
504200
504000
504000
504000
504000
50431 0
504000
504000
504170

288600
288000
288000
288200
288800
288600
288000
288000
288000
288000
288330
288000
288000
288370

Roman settlement
Roman funerary site
Bronze Age funerary site
Possible site of Romano-British activity
\A/VVll Cold War defence
Roman pot sherds
Neolithic polished stone axe
Roman samian bowlwith potter's stamp
Possible Romano-British cemetery
Roman inhumation with pot sherds, bronze pins and coins
Roman pit and burnt area, possibly a hearth
Cemetery? Bronze Age
Bronze Age cremation with pot sherds
Early middle Saxon pottery and Anglo-Saxon Copper
alloy brooch
Late medievalpit
Smith's Brewhouse (177 5)
War memorial, New Street
Late Saxon possible settlement boundary ditch
Late Saxon pit
Middle Saxon Gully
Late Saxon ditch
Possible Saxon Oven
Possible Saxon metalworking site
Medieval rubbish pit
Med and post-medieval finds
Latham's Hospital (161 1 )
Sm ithy (post-med ieval)
Oundle Union Brewery
Anchor Brewery
Drummingwell Lane smithy (post-medieval)
Windmill, Glapthorn Road
Malt house, South Road
Windmill, Glapthorn Road
T Barnes Brewery
Medieval pit and late medieval ditch at Latham's Hospital
1 6th-1 7th-century house footings
Paine's Almshouses
Church of St Peter
Site of medieval vicarage
Holy Name of Jesus Church, West Street
Roman Catholic Church of St Wilfrid
Oundle drill hall
Home guard stores
Oundle Union Workhouse
Fletton House (former Workhouse/hospital infirmary)
Oundle market

504098
504224
504088
5041 80
504220
504200
504140
5041 30
504140
504300
503880
504282
503980
503854
503754
504004
503928
503874
505095
504038
504306
5041 90
503860
5041 60
504124
503680
503770
503600
503620
503803
503827
5041 50

288349
288416
288096
288400
288390
288340
288330
288350
288350
288240
2881 90
288298
288042
288099
287912
2881 08
288566
287964
288121
288235
288325
288110
288121
288210
288219
2881 00
288120
2881 80
288170
288587
288544
288120
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24161211
24161214
24161215
24161216
24161217
24161219
2416120
241612011
2416120111

2416120125
2416120126
241612013
2416120t9
2416122
2416136
2416138
241614
24161411
2416146
2416t611
24161612
24161613
24161614
2416160
241616211
241616212
2416t6311
241617
52341011
64721011
6888/1
69741010
697410113
697412
78301011
9350/1

504210
5041 35
504120
504169
504111
5041 04
504100
503933
504278

503720
503537
503833
5041 00
504070
503770
504220
503680
503680
504091
504127
504100
50381 I
504195
503780
504200
504200
503975
5041 90
503550
503700
504338
503410
503390
504070
503346
505370

288100
288113
288200
288102
2881 05
288094
288200
288377
288455

288368
288406
288343
288180
2881 10
288019
288671
288090
288090
288104
288243
288251
2881 15
2881 05
288208
2881 50
2881 00
288081
288140
2881 10
288800
288796
288230
288220
288380
288404
497518

Market cross
Cloth market (1307)
Horse market (1565)
The Shambles
Moot Hall/Hallof Pleas
Pillory (1sth)
Oundie Pubiic School (former Free Grammar School)

Oundle School, Yarrow House
Oundle School Clerk of Works Department Malting

Workshops
Oundle School, Sydney and Grafton House

Oundle School, Laxton and Crosby House

Oundle School memorial chaPel
Oundle School cloisters
Talbot Hotel, New Street (1626) Grade I

Wakerley Manor
Cattle market, Station Road
Chapel
Medievalchapel
Oundle Fair (1267-8)
Berrystead Manor House
Manorialgarden
Medieval bakehouse (lrom 1292?\
Medieval bakehouse (from 1292?)
North Street tenements
Possible almshouse, St Mary's Gild
Possible Guildhall, St MarY's Gild
Tannery (292?')
Laxton Grammar School
\AM/ll Spigot mortar Pedestal
ROC observation Post
Oundle Wharf
Residual medieval and post-medieval pottery

Former ridge and furrow remains
Hill Field (furlong), open field in 1565
Site of lime kiln
Stamford to Oundle road (medieval)

Gazebo in the garden of Anthony House
Saxon Settlement enclosure (SM200)

Berrystead 16 North Street

DNN25
DNN3894
DNN244
DNN33O

503860
504154
504270
504030

288270
288295
288210
288050 Cobthorne 16 West Street
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2.9 CartograPhic evidence

Thomas Eyre's map of Northamptonshire, 1779 (Fig 9)

The earliest available cartographic evidence shows the town of Oundle consisting of
two main streets, several side streets and a market square, situated on the inside of a
large bend in the River Nene and its tributaries,. Two major roads are shown leading
out from Oundle; a turnpike to the north-east towards Elmington and a second to the
south towards Barnwell. Glapthorn Road was in use at this time and it is faintly shown
leading out from Oundle to the north-west. The site lies outside the historic core of
Oundle in an area of open fields to the north.

A Map of the Lordship of Oundle with Ashton in the County of
NorthamPtonshire, 1810 (Fig 10)

This map shows that the site was under cultivation under the ownership of John Smith
at this time. A windmill (HER2416/01425) is shown close to the north-east of the site on
the east side of Glapthorn Road, owned by Robert Brown and a stone pit is shown
close to the north. Milton Road to the south of the site was named North Backside
Road in the early 19th century and formed the northern boundary of the domestic
gardens of the town'

A Map of the esfafes belonging to William Walcot Esq. in the Parishes and
Places of Oundle, Ashton, Elmington and Polebrook in the County of
Northamptonshire, 1811 (Fig 11)

One year after the Lordship of Oundle map (Fig 9) was published, the land occupied
immediately to the north of the site was taken over by the Oundle Union to construct a
workhouse (HER2416/19), although the buildings themselves are not depicted here.
Several of the land boundaries had been removed on the western side of Glapthorn
Road but additional divisions had been put in place to the east.

Bryant's map of Northamptonshire,ls27 (Fig lZ)
This map is less to scale than earlier maps but it shows that Oundle had continued to
prosper during the 19th century. Oundle Wharf (HER6888/1) is shown to the north-east
of the town and the previously minor road leading out the west had a toll bar installed.
Further houses had been built along Backside Line or Milton Road and large school
b.uildings had been constructed on the east side of Glapthorn Road. Building- are also
illustrated to the west of Glapthorn Road to the north of the site.

Ordnance Survey First Edition map,1SS5 (Fig 13)

By 1885 the buildings shown on Bryant's map (Fig 11) to the north of the site had been
demolished and the workhouse had been constructed in their place. The large
buildings to the east of Glapthorn Road had also been demolished but the land they
had occupied had not been'redeveloped. The Drumming Well and smithy can be seen
f,Plflryry Well yard tHinz+i 6101411), the Anchor Brewery to the south of the town
(nEF(241610/409), Holy Name of Jesus Church (HER2416112i1) and St Peter's Church
flSl?.419/1) are also shown. The site is still shown as open tand and a path is
tltustrated leading to it from North Back Way.

Ordnance Suruey Second Edition map, lg01(Fig 14)
Very few changes can be seen on the second edition Ordnance Survey map but in theintervening ten years since the first edition map (Fig 12), Glapthorn Road HospitalChapel (HER24i6/rcd) n.o'0""n buitt immediatety to the north of the site. The siteitself is depicted 

". '"itotrlnts' ano had remained within open ground. A pair of

ig8
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A Map of the Lordship of Oundle with Ashton in the County of Northamptonshire, 1810
Fig 10

rt.

11a

1n

I Mq.p of the estates belonging to William Walcot Esq. in the Parishes and Places ofoundle, Ashton, Elmington ini por"oiooke in the County of Northamptonshire, 181 1

Fig 11
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3 IMPACT ASSESSMENT

The proPosed develoPment

The proposed developmgn! consists of the construction of between ten and twenty

dwellings with associated infrastructure'

Potential impacts on the cultural heritage resource

Therearenoheritageassetswithinthesitewhichalsofallsoutsidetheconservation
area of oundle. However, five heritage assgts and-one scheduled monument lie in

close proximity to the site. Tne mosi tigniti.ant of these is the Saxon settlement

enclosure which lies beyond Milton Road io the south-east of the site (DNN3894) and

is a Scheduled Monument (SM200)'

oundleSchoolMemorialChapel(HER2416lo2ol3,DNN57)liesimmediatelytothe
south and is a Cr"O"lf;listed buildlng. lt forms a group with the gazebo in the garden

of St Anthony House (DNN25, HER2416:20/+) on the 
-south 

side of Milton Road and

the boundary watt oiSiAntnony Houselfinz+rOlO/89)- The proposed development

ries beyond this group to the nortn aniis'untix"ty to affect the rerationship between the

assets. The view toi[. nortn from the chapel inctudes a group of silver birch trees and

decorative borders in the chapel g.unbt which obsiures the view beyond the

boundary wall. The proposed. site-lies neyonO- the boundary wall and a modern

healthcare centre lies beyond tnat. fne impi"i of tn" development on the chapel and

its setting is the reduction of open gr""n ti..e on the northern side of the grounds' lt

is likely that this open spac9, yvhigh, was uied as a school playing field until the recent

closure of Oundle primary School, hal been in existence since the construction of the

chapel. oundle union workhouse naJsiooo to the north of the open green space until

thelgT0swhenitwasdemolishedinordertobuitdthecurrentShawHealthCentre.
Since this redeveiopt*ni."used the loss of the historic view of the workhouse' no

further loss would occur through th; ;;ent proposed development' The sense of

openness beyond the Lnaper odunoaryln"itn"'current playing field has maintained is

however historic and would be lost'

Yarrow House (HER2416 t2}l1, DNN42) lies. to the .south-east 
of the site and is a

Grade tt listed uriiJi.g. syo;y'and i;;ft";Hout" (HER2416/20t25) lies to the south-

west of the site but ls not listed. Ci"pt-norn l9"O'Hospita! Chapgl .(HER241611912'

DNN3602) is situatei to tne north of the site and is a Grade ll l6ted building'

Cartographic evidence shows that the site has remained as undeveloped farmland

until the construction of tn" totmer OunOte Frimary School playing field (Figs 8-13)'

Although a Neolithic polished stone axe has been found in oundle, very little evidence

iiot in'it period has been recorded in the vicinity'

close to the north of the site, Bronze Age or lron Age^ pits have been discovered at

Glapthorn Road. To the south of thJ t''[", , BronzJAge cemetery has been found

south of West Street. Further burials 
"t" 

fnb*n to have existed near Oundle during the

19th century .nd- gron=e Age 
'ing 

Jii.h"s have been identified through aerial

photograPhy near the River Nene'

AnlronAgeroundhouseditchwasexcavatedtothenorthofthesiteatGlapthorn
Road and .oin, J"iing to tn" period have been found in the town. To the west near

oundle Lodge, ti,;; iri"rr"r ditches and pottery have also been identified.

ApossibleRomansettlementhasalsobeenidentifiedatoundleLodgeandan
ironworks has arso been recordeo in tne-area nearby. within oundle to the north-east

of the site, further Rot"n remains are known and a cemetery is recorded to the south-

east of the site. iin, 
"no 

coins dating-t" tn" period have also been found and a hearth

3.1

3.2
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has been identified at Latham's Hospital. The remains of a small farmstead of
substantial status have been excavated to the north of the site at Glapthorn Road.

The Saxon settlement enclosure at Oundle is a Scheduled Monument but this lies at a
distance to the south of the site. Part of the deep boundary ditch and other features in
the form of pits and further ditches, an oven and an area of metalworking have been
excavated at Black Pot Lane. Finds at the site included middle-Saxon pottery and a
pin. At Stoke Doyle Road, there were large quantities of pottery, tile and charcoal . An
Anglo-Saxon cemetery lies to the north of the site at Glapthorn Road dating to the mid-
6th and mid-7th centuries. Further Saxon remains have been found to the east of the
site at the Anglian Water offices and a brooch dating to the period came from an
allotment, also to the east.

During the medieval period Oundle was an important settlement with a thriving wool
trade, a market and a fair and was part of the manor of Berrystead. Remains of ridge
and furrow survive in small areas outside the town which also traded in horses at this
time. During the post-medieval period trade had fallen into decline and expansion of
the town slowed. Almshouses for the poor and a workhouse were established but
several breweries and a wharf were constructed.

The military presence in Oundle during the Second World War is reflected in the
construction of an ROC observation post, defence building, Drill Hall, stores and
Northamptonshire Yeomanry B Squadron headquarters.

Table 2: Criteria forassessing the relative importance of cultural heritage sites

Level of sensitivity Definition

Very high - high

Medium

Negligibte

Low

Sites of international importance: World Heritage Sites

Sites of national importance include those that are
designated as Scheduled Ancient Monuments or those that
are considered to be suitable for scheduling, Grade I and
Grade ll" Listed Buildings, Registered Battlefields, Grade I

and ll* Registered Historic Gardens

Sites of regional importance include Grade ll Listed
Buildings, Grade ll Registered Historic Gardens,
Conservation Areas and those sites which are considered to
be significant regional examples with well-preserved
evidence of occupation, industry etc

Sites which are of less-defined extent, nature and date or
which are in a poor or fragmentary state, but which are
considered to be significant examples in a local context

Areas in which investigative techniques have produced
negative or minimal evidence of antiquity, or where large-
scale destruction of the archaeological resource has taken
place (eg by mineral extraction)
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The potentialfor prehistoric remains is not known but probably moderate' The site lies

between known "r".. 
of Bronze nge setltement and a cemetery at Glapthorn Road

and West Street. fG sitealso fallJ between known areas of lron Age remains as a

settlement dating to the period nas atso teen tound at Glapthorn Road and further

iemains have been found to the south in the town'

ThepotentialforRomanremainstosurviveatthesiteisnotknownbutprobably
moderate. n possiOte 

-iarmstead 
lies io the south-west at Oundle Lodge and a

farmstead of suOstaniiat status lies to the north at Glapthorn Road'

The potential for saxon remains at the site is not known but likely to be moderate' The

site lies beyond tne aieas of t no*n Saxon settlement and its boundary ditch' However'

it is possible that turtner remains wouiJexist beyond, especially dating from the later

Saxon period as the town exPanded'

The potentialfor remains dating to the medieval period is moderate' Although medieval

oundte had not bd;; i[;;rttiwaro 
"rp"ntion 

into tne area now occupied by the site,

the land may navj neen unoer agriculture at this time' However' ridge and furrow

remains are not recorded for this area'

The potential for remains dating to the post-medieval period is moderate to high' By

this time oundle had expanded beyoni 1n" area of ihe s1e to include the Oundle

Union workhouse *o a windmill-on-craptnorn Road nearby to the north-east'

cartographic evioence And the nustetisurvey suggests the area was under agriculture

by the beginning "i 
tn"'plriod but nas-iemlinid'undeveroped untir oundle Primary

Stnoot ptaying fields were constructed'
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4 CONCLUSION

No archaeological excavations, events or findspots or other heritage assets are
recorded within the area of proposed development. However, five heritage assets and
one scheduled monument lie in close proximity to the site. The most significant of
these is the Saxon settlement enclosure which lies beyond Milton Road to the south-
east of the site (DNN3894) and is a Scheduled Monument (SM200). Oundle School
Memorial Chapel (HER2416/02013, DNN57) lies immediately to the south and is a
Grade ll* listed building. lt forms a group with the gazebo in the garden of St Anthony
House (DNN25, HER2416120/4) on the south side of Milton Road and the boundary
wall of St Anthony House (HER2416/0/89). Yarrow House (HER2416t2011, DNN42)
lies to the south-east of the site and is a Grade ll listed building. Sydney and Grafton
House (HER2416120125) lies to the south-west of the site but is not listed. Glapthorn
Road Hospital Chapel (HER241611912, DNN3602) is situated to the north of the site
and is a Grade ll listed building.

The Oundle Conservation Area lies to the south of the site and contains a number of
Listed Buildings of post-medieval and modern date. A number of Listed Buildings and
heritage assets belonging to Oundle School lie in close proximity to the south.
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